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points to the influence which called them forth, The
mind of the great statesman had been long made up that
Athens should become a maritime power; and his whole
career supplies evidence that he would adopt without
scruple whatever measures might be needed to carry out
his purpose. Thus, when the answer was read out, he
could at once come forward and say, 'Athenians, the
soothsayers, who bid you leave your country and seek
another elsewhere, are wrong; and so are the old men
who bid you stay at home and guard the Akropolis, as
though the god were speaking of this when he speaks of
the wooden wall, because long ago there was a thorn
hedge around it. This will not help you ; and they are
all leading you astray when they say that you must be
beaten in a sea-fight at Salamis, and that this is meant
by the words in which Salamis is called the destroyer of
the children of women. The words do not mean this. If
they had been spoken of us, the priestess would certainly
have said " Salamis the wretched/' not " Salamis the di-
vine." They are spoken not of us, but of our enemies. Arm
then for the fight at sea, for the fleet is your wooden wall.'
When we remember the means by which the responses
were produced which bade Kleomenes drive the Peisis-
tratidai from Athens (p. 84), we can scarcely suppose that
Themibtokles would fail to make use of an instrument so
well fitted to further his designs. That to the grounds of
encouragement thus obtained from Delphoi he added
the expression of his own conviction that Athens must
conquer if she confined herself to her own proper path,
is certain from the results which he brought about. It
was only the mental condition of his time which threw
into the background arguments better suited for a later
generation.

But although by adopting the policy of Themistokles
Athens insured her ultimate supremacy, the time was not